
Current Events: Course Syllabus (2015-2016)
ATHENS HIGH SCHOOL: The Plains, Ohio

Course Name: Current Events (Comprehensive/College Preparatory) Teacher: Mr. Geoffrey Thacker (gthacker@athenscsd.org)

Credit: 0.5 Materials Needed: 1”-2” 3-ringed binder, paper, pens/pencils

Prerequisite(s): Students wishing to take Current Events must be Juniors or Seniors and have received credit in American History. This
course is an ELECTIVE course, and not specifically required to meet Athens High School graduation requirements (a total of 3.5
social studies credits, however, is necessary in order to meet AHS graduation requirements).

Course Description and Objectives:
The goal of a current events course is for the student to become aware of the major issues of the day and to have an in depth
understanding and appreciation of current events.  The focus of the class will be issues that affect the student as a resident of the
World, the U.S., Ohio, and Athens.  The class will follow daily news events and will be expected to understand the social, political and
economic issues on a daily basis. Each week, the class will focus on the historical development of a current issue.  The topic may start
as news of the Middle East but will then trace the conflict between Israel and her neighbors. The objectives of this course are: to make
the connection between current events and history, to enhance the student’s understanding of world events, to encourage students to be
informed citizens, and to help them to make intelligent decisions as they take their place in the panorama of history.  The course will
be offered at the comprehensive level.  Students will do papers on selected current topics.

Grade Distribution:

Tests, Quizzes, Projects: 50%
Homework/Class Work: 30%
Notebook: 20%
TOTAL: 100%

Grading Scale: The scale in the student handbook, as adopted by the Athens City Schools Board of Education, will be used to
determine letter grades earned in this course.



Classro  om Rules/Policies  :

1. Be prompt.  I expect all students to be in their seat when the bell rings EVERYDAY.

2. Be prepared.  You are expected to come to class with your notebook, pencils/pens, paper and a willingness to work and participate
EVERYDAY.

3. Be neat.  You are a representative of this school and community and are expected to carry yourselves in a mature, respectable
manner.  Please keep your area free of litter and graffiti EVERYDAY.

4. Be considerate.  Always raise your hand if you wish to ask a question or speak your mind.  If I, or anyone else is speaking, please
wait until you are called on if you wish to add to the discussion.  Disruption, harassment or other inappropriate behavior will not be
tolerated.

5. Other school rules detailed in the student handbook (e.g., rules regarding personal electronic devices, appropriate behavior, dress,
etc.), of course, apply in this class.


